
Bulldogs Advance to Wild West Bowl 
By Judy Rogers 
 
 The Golden Plains football team will play in the Wild West Bowl in Dodge City on 
November 16.  The Bulldogs will play in the third/fourth place game after falling to Cheylin 36-
52 in the Sub-State game in Bird City on November 8. 
 The Bulldogs won the toss electing to receive.  The kicked bounced and was recovered 
by the Cougars who quickly ran the ball to the end zone for the first score of the game.  The 
Bulldogs answered with a run by Rojelio Loya just short of the goal and finished by Harley 
Weese for the score.  Weese kicked the extra points and the Dogs were up 8-7 with just over a 
minute off the clock. 
 Jovanny Infante and Roberto Loya stopped the Cougars on their next run along with stops 
from Wade Rush and Rojelio Loya but the Cougars still managed another score.  The Bulldogs 
spread the ball around on their next possession with runs by Rojelio Loya and Weese.  Roberto 
Loya made a first down followed by a first down by Weese.  Rojelio finished the drive in the end 
zone and Weese kicked the extra points to put the Dogs up 16-20.   
 Cheylin passed for another touchdown score and was successful on the PAT run to pull 
ahead 20-16 by the end of the first quarter.  The scored another quick run to open the second. 
The Bulldog defense stopped the extra point run attempt as the Cougars extended their lead.   
The Cougars once again recovered the kick and worked hard to gain yards.  A tackle by Jaime 
Infante stopped them just short of the goal to turn the ball back over to the Bulldogs on downs. 
 The Bulldogs took advantage of the turnover to move the ball with a long pass from 
Rojelio to Wade Rush for a first down.  Weese then caught a pass taking the ball inside the five.  
Roberto ran to the one-yard line.  Coach Travis Smith called a time out to go over the plan with 
the team.  Back on the field, Weese passed to Rojelio Loya for a Bulldog score.  The kick was 
blocked but the Dogs narrowed the spread to 22-26. 
 Tempers flared as Weese kicked back to the Cougars with a touchback. The Cougars 
trieda long pass only to have Weese tip it.  The Cougars still managed to score with a run by 
Colten McCarty and connect on the PAT pass.  With repeated penalties on the field, the Dogs 
were unable to advance before losing the ball to the Cougars with a fumble.  The Cougars took 
advantage of the recovery to make the score.  Tyler Koerperich stopped the extra point attempt.    
The Cougars were able to get in one more score before the half to lead 46-22. 
 The Cougars received the ball to start the second half but the Bulldog defense was able to 
stop them and force the turnover on downs.  Rojelio connected with Roberto on a short pass 
before Rojelio ran the first down.  Rojelio then connected with Weese for a touchdown.  Weese 
kicked the extra points to narrow the Cougars lead to 46-30. 
 Cheylin made numerous pass attempts as the third quarter clock wound down but the 
Bulldog defense held strong.  The Cougars made one more score midway through the fourth but 
the Bulldogs answered with their own touchdown by Roberto Loya to reach the final score of 52-
36 in favor of the Cougars. 



 “Our defense played better as the game went on, “ said senior Jaime Infante.  “We had a 
much better second half,” added sophomore Tyler Koerperich. 
 Rojelio Loya was the leading offensive player with 219 total yards-192 passing, 26 
rushing and 1 receiving, along with 2 touchdowns.  He had 16 tackles including 9 solo.  Harley 
Weese had 20 total yards including 10 passing, 117 rushing, and 76 receiving along with 2 
touchdowns and 3 PAT kicks.  He had 7 tackles and was named by MaxPreps.com as the 
Overall/Offensive Player of the game.   

Roberto Loya had 62 rushing and 15 receiving yards with 2 touchdowns and 6 tackles.  
Wade Rush had 61 receiving yards and 9 tackles to be named the MaxPreps.com as the defensive 
player of the game.  Tyler Koerperich was a lead tackler with 11 along with Jaime Infante with 
10.  Jovanny Infante had 4 tackles. 
 The Bulldogs (6-4) will play Weskan (6-4 in the consolation game of the Wild West 
Bowl at 1:00 pm in Dodge City with Cheylin taking on Moscow in the championship game at 
5:00.  “It’s great how everybody pulled together to make it back to the Wild West Bowl,” 
continued Infante.  I hope it keeps going.” 

This is the Bulldogs fourth season of six-man football and their fourth trip to the Wild 
West Bowl. “Six man football is a lot of fun,” continued Koerperich.  “There’s more action and 
it’s a faster game.  I can’t wait to play again next year.”  

The Bulldogs placed third in 2016, fourth in 2017, and 2nd in 2018 with WWB games 
against Weskan the past three seasons. Although they lost to Weskan earlier in the year, they 
look forward to an exciting game and a good win in this rematch. 


